
Drink Smart 

Activity: Pinch Pot 

Objective:  Students will create a pinch pot to form a drinking vessel. 

Intro and Background: Art is defined broadly as the “use of skill and imagination in the creation of 

aesthetic objects, environments, or experiences that can be shared with others.”  The key concept that 

children should understand is that art involves imagination, creativity and expression and it is meant to 

be shared with others. 

Pinch pots are an old form of pottery. Some of the oldest archaeological finds have been of pottery 

made from pinch pots.  Pottery has always had both a functional and aesthetic purpose, both in the past 

and today.  In this activity, students will make pinch pots in order to create a drinking vessel that could 

have been used for drinking water.  

Materials 

 Provided in kit: Oogle clay (Note: students will not be able to keep the pots.) Instructions. 

Engage: Talk about the importance of drinking enough water.  Ask children to consider the importance 

of having the right container for drinking water.  Do they drink more water if they have a water bottle 

with them or if they have to get it out of a fountain? 

Explore: Give the children a lump of clay.  Show them how to make a pinch pot, using the instructions at 

http://kengeorgepottery.tripod.com/id32.htm up to the point of burnishing. Be sure to practice yourself 

before trying to lead children. 

Explain: Children talk about the process with the leader or each other.  Discuss the difficulty of making 

the vessel.  Ask children to speculate about the value of drinking vessels in the past compared with 

today.  Would children in the past have had multiple cups, mugs and water bottles at their disposal?  

Elaborate: Children can carefully carve decorations into the clay with a plastic knife.  Have children 

display their work in a gallery.  NOTE: Children may not keep pots as the clay needs to be available for 

other sites.  If you wish children to be able to take the pots home, you may wish to make homemade 

modeling clay if you cannot purchase. 

Evaluate: Ask children to explain to you the purpose of making a pinch pot and relate it to drinking 

water.  Ask them to think about how they might increase their own water consumption by having an 

appropriate modern day “pinch pot”. What might that be? (water bottle) 

 

http://kengeorgepottery.tripod.com/id32.htm

